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EPA Solicits Comments to Identify
Excessively Burdensome Regulations
By Sid Trant
In response to President Obama’s recent Executive Order, No. 13563 (January 18, 2011),
which called on federal agencies to review existing regulations to determine which
regulations are “outmoded … or excessively burdensome,” the Environmental Protection
Agency published a notice in the Federal Register today requesting comments which
would serve to focus the EPA’s review of its regulations.
President Obama’s Executive Order 13563, ``Improving Regulation and Regulatory
Review,’’ called on all Federal agencies to conduct a ``retrospective analysis of rules that
may be outmoded, ineffective, insufficient, or excessively burdensome and to modify,
streamline, expand, or repeal them in accordance with what has been learned.’’
EPA’s request for comments is a great opportunity for the regulated community
to identify specific regulations for review. It allows an opportunity to express
complaints regarding regulations that are not cost-effective, or that hurt economic
growth and job creation. Following the comment period, EPA will issue a plan with a
method and schedule for identifying regulations that are excessively burdensome or
counterproductive.
EPA requests comments on specific regulations and information as to how the
regulation is excessively burdensome or counterproductive, and how the regulation
should be modified, streamlined, expanded or repealed. In making this request, EPA
has provided what it describes as a “non-exhaustive list of issues or impacts” to consider
for drafting and submitting comments, which include questions such as:
• Which regulations could achieve the intended environmental results using
less costly methods, technology, or innovative techniques? How could the
regulations be changed?
• Which regulations could be improved by harmonizing requirements across
programs or agencies to better meet the regulatory objectives?
• Which regulations have requirements that are overlapping and could be
streamlined or eliminated?
• Which regulations have proven to be excessively burdensome?
• Which regulations have high costs and low benefits?
• Which regulations have large impacts on small businesses?
• Which regulations have complicated or time consuming requirements?
• Which regulations have impacted an industry sector(s) that was hard hit
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by high unemployment in the past three years? What changes to the regulation would promote economic
growth or job creation without compromising environmental protection?
• How can regulations spur new markets, technologies and new jobs? What suggestions do you have to
support this idea?
• Which regulations have impeded economic growth in an affected industry sector? How could the regulations
be modified to improve both economic growth and environmental protection?
Comments must be received on or before March 20, 2011. The attorneys in the Environmental & Toxic Tort Practice
Group of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP are experienced in preparing and submitting comments to EPA, and are
available to assist the regulated community in providing comments. For more information, please contact Sid Trant, or
any member of the Group.

U.S. News & World Report Ranking
Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP has received the fourth
highest number of top-tier rankings in the country in the
inaugural U.S. News & World Report – Best Lawyers list of top
U.S. law firms. As it has done for many years for hospitals and
colleges, this year U.S. News, working with the attorney ranking
company Best Lawyers in America, ranked U.S. law firms based
on a number of criteria, including client satisfaction.

BRADLEY ARANT BOULT CUMMINGS LLP OFFICE LOCATIONS:
ALABAMA
One Federal Place
1819 Fifth Avenue North
Birmingham, AL 35203-2119
205.521.8000

MISSISSIPPI
188 E. Capitol Street, Suite 400
Jackson, MS 39201
601.948.8000

200 Clinton Avenue West, Suite 900
Huntsville, AL 35801-4900
256.517.5100

NORTH CAROLINA
100 North Tryon Street, Suite 2690
Charlotte, NC 28202
704.332.8842

Alabama Center for Commerce
401 Adams Avenue, Suite 780
Montgomery, AL 36104
334.956.7700

TENNESSEE
1600 Division Street, Suite 700
Nashville, TN 37203
615.244.2582

WASHINGTON, DC
1615 L Street, N.W.
Suite 1350
Washington, DC 20036
202.393.7150

To subscribe to this newsletter, or to unsubscribe from this newsletter, email Jerry Young jyoung@babc.com
This newsletter is a periodic publication of Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP and should not be construed as legal advice or legal
opinions on any specific facts or circumstances. The contents are intended for general information only, and you are urged to
consult your own lawyer or other tax advisor concerning your own situation and any specific legal questions you may have. For
further information about these contents, please contact your lawyer or any of the lawyers in our practice group.
The Alabama State Bar requires the following disclosure: “No representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be
performed is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”
©2011 Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP
ALABAMA | DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA | MISSISSIPPI | NORTH CAROLINA | TENNESSEE
February 23, 2011					

2			

www.babc.com

